
A Visit to Orchard House, Leighlinbridge, County Carlow  

The Birthplace of Captain Myles Keogh, Company I, 7 th  Cavalry  

As we drove away from the Little Big Horn battlefield having trekked 
using planes, trains and automobiles to get from Ireland to Montana, 

I turned to my brother and asked him what a person does once they 

have fulfilled a lifetime's ambition at the age of 28. He wisely 
replied; "Get another one". Although his sharp comment shattered 

my deeply ponderous and self - righteous mindset, it began my quest 

to visit the home place of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Myles Keogh.  

Keogh is the reason for my obsession with the battle, with Custer 

and with the 7th Cavalry. Since childhood, I have been very proud 

that one of the heroes of the famed 7th was from onl y down the 
road -  'down the road' in reality was actually 30 miles away. Granted 

it would take another ten years to achieve my new ambition but the 

spur to realising the dream was a message board, a 'hunk' and a 
kindred spirit from England.  

Myles Tomás Keo gh, as per his baptismal certificate, was born on 
the 25th March 1840 in a large two -storey farmhouse in the 

townland of Orchard, close to the village of Leighlinbridge, County 

Carlow, Ireland. Many times I had driven through the town or up to 
the gates fr onting the long winding roadway to the farm but I had 

never dared go further, conscious that Orchard was and is to this 

day, a home and not a museum. Years passed since my visit to 
Montana and, I'm ashamed to say, day - to -day life started becoming 

more impo rtant than 'Custer's Last Stand'...  

Last O ctober, I discovered the Merkel sô wonderful LBHA website and 
its message board. As soon as I introduced myself as a Keogh -phile, 

my personal messages lit up. One member in particular seemed to 

suffer from the same Keogh obsessive disorder that I did and 
'corresponding friendship' was struck up with Elisabeth Kimber. I did 

mention in one posting that I had made contact with a member of 

the Keogh family and was trying to arrange a visit to Orchard. An 
encouraging pers onal message from another board member, óHunk 

Papaô, to press on with fulfilling my dream, taking Elisabeth along for 

the journey, was the spur to arrange a visit to Keogh's home on the 
day of his birthday, March 25th 2008. At short notice and by plane, 

no  less, Elisabeth would travel to Ireland and join me in taking up 

the Keogh family's invitation.  



  

 

 

 

Elisabeth and I met at Kildare 

train station and drove to 
Leighlinbridge, stopping only to 

visit Tinryland Parish Church  

( left ) where a wonderful 
stain ed glass window 

commemorates Myles, his 

brother Tom and Tomôs wife, 
Alice.  

 

 

 

The bottom of the window 
reads :  

ERECTED TO THE MEMORY 
THOMAS KEOGH Å PARK Å DIED 

15 TH AUGUST 1897 HIS WIFE 

ALICE KEOGH  DIED 21 ST 
APRIL 1875 AND HIS BROTHER 

BVT LT COL MYLES W KEOGH 

CAPN 7 CAVALRY USA KILLED 
IN ACTION 25 TH JUNE 1876 

RIP  

 

As we stood in the church gazing at the detail on the glass, Elisabeth 
observed that many generations of children would have sat in   the 

adjoin ing pews reading the words "Capn . 7th Cavalry",  dreaming of   
John Wayne type adventures, proud that 'one of their own' was part 

of   that exciting time.  



It was then on to Leighlinbridge  

(below )  to commemorate 
Keogh's birthday and 

remember Nelly Martin's annual 

floral tribute on Keogh's grave 
in Auburn ,  New York. For fifty 

years following Keogh's reburial 

in the Throop -Martin family 
plot, fresh flowers appeared on 

his grave on the 25th of March. 

Although far from Auburn, we 
thought it appropriate to place 

a basket of spring flowers 

beneath the wonderfu l 
memorial ( right ) that the town 

of Leighlinbridge had erected in 

his memory . I think we both 
found that moment quite 

moving. Incidentally, the 

flowers, chosen randomly, were 
predominantly 7th Cavalry blue 

and yellow in colour. Was there 

a guiding hand at work or 
perhaps a óguidonô hand? 

 

 

 

 


