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RememberingC u s t kast&@mmandin South Dakota

Bates Also Known AsMurphy, HasThreeGraves inSturgis

By Jack McCulloh
Pictures by Scott Nelson

Thegeography novsouthDakotg - in 1874 wasan empty blankspaceon the
maps. The highway into thisinknown territory washe MissouriRiver. Thepost Civil
War U.S. Army hadtroops incamps along thever. Ft Union was one of the major
Army forts andwas walled withi dve upd windows aml aroomfor tradingfurs with the
Indians. Securitydictatedindiansnat be in direct contact with troosdfamilies inside
thefort. Thefort in 1874 was commanded by General William Haz&eorge
Ar mst r on gemésis<cléaehbadk B Wd2ointwhen Captain Hazeordered
Custercourtmartialed Thefort waswherethe Yellowstoneand Missourrivers joinand
runsouth together.

Southwestof present South Dakagtthe Armyboughta trading posthat became
Ft. Laramie Its missionwasto supply,rest repair, andprotect thehousand®f wagons
and peopléraveling onthe Oregonand MormonTrail. Population in théJnited States
wasexploding and everyone with influentethe Territory wantedthe Army involved in
protection from Indians.

Presignt US.Gr ant 6 s a dnm868 bysgreenaent with iRe@loud,
abandoned armgampsprotecting thadBozeman traito gold fields inHelena,Montana.
Thetreatyagreed buffal@ould be harvested by the Indians for seven future generations

(1)

A seiies of treatiesvith Indian bandsvas needed tallow railroadstelegraph
lines roads and trailsto gold rushego California and Montanand to thecoal mining
needed tsupply the Transcontinental RailroaddhomesteadensiovingWest up to the
100thmeridian Peoplewere moving into blank spots on the negekinghe dreanof
owningland.Whatwad at er TheGreail Aendricail Desért aftera generation of
starvation - wasjust on thewest side of the Missouri River.

General PhiBheridanwvasthe driving force behind organizing a massive
expedition intahis territoryin westernSouth Dakotagxplore and preparmap and
reporton thecountryaround Bear ButteSheridan was anxious to havenditary postto
control the Indians who werenagreeing to gonto areservation(2) Crazy Horse was
one of thosdeadersvho would notquit thefreedom hénad always lived.

Sheridan sold President Grant on letting e the/th Calvary stationed at Ft
Abraham Lincoln at present day Mandal, for theexploration Across the river at
Bismarckwasthe end of the rail and telegrajpes.Sheridan had the option to use the
railroad and FtLaramietroopsbut he did not want to stir up the Indians in the area from



Ft. Laramie to the Black Hd There were reporters from Chicago and New York on the
trip and many other population centers.

The 1874exploration inthewilderness isnemorialized in modermapsof South
Dakota. There are ovésrty nine map locations Ludlow, SD(Chief Engineeon the
trip); Tilford, SD (Commander of FRiceand head oinfantry onthetrip), Custerpeak,
and eurlehne afidck @fterone of the huntingounds the Generabroughtalong)
becaus®f the exploration.

Scott Nelson, Pierre, S(3), is makinga serious effort to find angdhotograpthe
grave site®f memberof the 7thCalvary buriedn SouthDakota Many were on the
1874explorationandothersenlisted after the trip and weirethe Battle of tre Little Big
Horn in June, 1876Some servedh building Ft. Meadein 1877. The army base was
located bySheridarnwhen public pressurarose fronthe massive numbers gieople
seekingfortunein the Black Hillsdue to the reports of gold from th874expedition.

Locating thegraves of the 7th Cadwy veterangn South Dakotas achallenge
Joseph Bates is an exam@®ldiers of théime may or may ndtaveusel their given
name and often used different names when they enlisteecotisged.

On theeast end oSherman Strees BearButte Cemeterysonamedbecause it
has a magnificent view of near by Bear Butias a gravestorpurchased by the &.R.
marked Joseph Baté$) Also in the Bear Butt€emeteryis a smaller military marker
(5) which reads Jno. Murphy insidiee G.A.R. and otop of the grave stone is an
attachedsilver plaqueof about 3 inches by 4 incheagraved:

Joseph Bates
Alias
Jos C. Murphy

With the initials of Ernest C. Gottschalk, 97, who was the one that attached the
metal plagque to the headstone. The inscripgi@-97 stands for Ernest C. Gottschalk
and 97 is the year he placed the plaque on the tombstone (1997). Before it was engraved
by Gottschalk, the silver plaques are the standard marker used to identify grave sites
before a headstone is placed in the denye From 1986 Gottschalk, who lived at Vale,
S.D., made a project of finding grave sites in many counties in the northwestern part of
the state that were no longer marked. He kept records of the graves he found and re
marked them. He filed his findisgvith county offices in Lawrence, Meade, Butte,
Harding, and Ziebach countieghich have boklets of information listing his findings by
cemetery (6).
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Ernie Gottschalk was given a Certificate of Recognition from the Southt®ako
State Historical Society Board of Trustees in December 1993 "for documenting burial
sites." These certificates are given out from time to time for meiteracts in the
history field.

Gottschalk depended heavily pioneer papers of the aréanostof which are
only available on microfilm in local libraries. Gottschalk died in 1997.

On thewest end oShermartreet in Sturgis ithe CatholicSt Aloysius
cemetery.l t abaut threenilesstraightwestfrom BearButte cemetery.



