John Matrtin (Giovanni Martino) : Custerds Bugler

The Generataised his handsignalingthe battalionto halt. Leaning forward in his saddle, he

intently studied the valley below. Nearlipur mountednenremainedstill while, further back

his troopers gmounted to adjust saddles and check their weaplsdinctively, his seasoned

Adjutant edged closeand dter a brief exchangethe General quickly wheeled his mount
towar ds t he s haveocoyageGeneral GBoBge Qusterh out ed, ardBe br av
soon as we get through with these I ndians we

Cust er 0 s LtAllijpm W.aGodke,hurriedly peci | ed t he Greommesmall 0s o
notebook. Ripping the pagmut, Cooke handed it to Custer who calledt for an orderly to

deliver it. Atrooper,mounted on a white horse with a trumpet slung across his Qakly

trotted upand bok then ot e . Before he departed, Custer i1
trail and see if you can discover Bentesrd give him this message. If you see no danger come

back to us, but if you find Indians in your way stay with Benteen and return with him and when

you get back to us report.Tucking the note into his gauntlet, the bugler spurred his horse back

up the tail. Looking back quickly, he watched as the Seventh Cavalry troopers descended the
ravine to the Little BigHorn River and history. It would be the last time the bugler would see Lt.
Colonel George A. Custer and his 210 cavalrymen alive.

The bugler, tbugh, had more urgent concerns. Dodging rounds fired from Indians perched on
nearby bluffs, he rode hard and fast over the irregular terrain. A short time later, with his horse
wounded, he finally | ocated Capt aitmdspatehder i c k
A sheet of paper s av 8ycartying€ ub ulgstnéessagghe buglére t hat
John Martin- remains almost universallg c k nowl edged as the #@Alast w
aive0 Penned by Cooke, Carguidblg thé mostofamouws rin Americaa i n s
military history.

Today, the nearly complete annihilation of Custer's last command at the hands of Lakota,
Cheyenne and Arapaho warriors provides a continuing source of study and debate for historians
and scholars ali it remains etched in our collective history, examined as much for its myths as
for the many mysteries. The exhaustive research extends to not only strategic and tactical
concerns, but also to the many complex personalities involved with voluminoiesdtaded on

the lives of Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse and GeodgenstrongCuster. Much less is known about
Bugler John Martin, one of thmorefascinatingyet enigmatic figures fronC u s t Leagst Stand

on June 251876 Who was the man that fate choses&we that day and why does his place in
historystretch far beyondcte events at the Little Bigorn?

Origins

The one certainty inny analysis othe buglerJohn Martinis that he was born in Italy. At this
point, however, the ambiguitidsegin Upon his arrival in the United States in 1848, often
occurred withh mmi gr ant s i fitind teanglicized hid nametJohh Martio Most
scholarsand historiansassume that his birth nameas Giovanni Martinj a seeminglylogical
conclusionoccasionallyreinforced by Martin himself.Yet, more recent research conducted in
Italy reveals that John Martin was actually narf®dvan Crisostimo Martingrior to his arrival

in America.



In an effort to determine his true identity, the first lajistep would be tostablish his actual
place ofbirth. Two distinctly diverse Italian townsoncurrentlyclaim him as their native son
Apricale is a tiny picturesqudilitop comune(municipal town or village) located in the far
western lItalian regiomf Liguria. Typical of many Italian villages, Apricale is a labyrinth of
mostly cobbled roads surrounding the 11th century Castello della Lucergdfaost 1,000
kilometers away, down the Italian peninsula, lies Sala Consilina, a rugged little towagerch

a Campania hillside.It remains the largest town in the Vallo di Diano in southwestern Italy.
Al't hough earlier research hinted that Aprical
town still claiminghim as one of their own, there exsiufficient evidence to refute effectively
this conclusion. Perhapsq of this confusion stems fromcartainGiovanni Battista Martini,
who was born in Apricale in 1847here are otherswith the same or similar nameshat later
fought with Giusepe Garibaldi during the middle period of the Italiaght for unification
Another aspector consideration is theoor quality of some parish records, often lost or
damaged by flood or fire, reatng them unreadableU.S. Army enlistment records, cotefped

by Martin prior to his induction, list Sala as his place of birth.

Martin usually claimed he was born on January 28, 1853 in Sala Consilikitnough most
biographersacceptSala Consilina as his birthplace, theyy havehesitated due to a lack o
primary documents substantiating this fagtnother factor likely ontributing to their dilemma
wasMa r t ownm fheonsistenciesegarding hisbirth. In 1906, during an interview with the
Brooklyn StandardUnion on the eve of the 25th anniversary o tBattle of Little BigHorn, it

was reported thatartin was born in Sal&onzalina (sic)in 1847. Two years laterin late
October 1908, Martin was interviewed extensively Bjalter Mason Camp, wetkespected

editor and historical researcher, regardimgrole at the Little BigHorn. During their meeting,
Camps notes thaMlartin states hevas born in Italy in Januar#853 Martin never clarified the

birth date contradictions, almost certainly for the reason that it was not relevant to the
interviewerat t hat ti me. Martinds own | esWashehan pe
inscrutable bychoice or defauR Speculations abound as to his reasons. One possible
explanation may be that, since Martin was an orphan, issues such as birtllgacand even
surname, carried less importance to him. While never forgetting his Italian origins, he may have
placed more significance to his current identity as John Martin, American citizen and soldier.

In August1922, Martin stated he was born in Re in 1851 while being interviewdsy Colonel

William A. Graham, a retired Army lawyer and one of the leading Custer scholars of his
generation for an article latepublished inThe Cavalry Journal This seeming contradiction

may be a r e sagel Colooel Gralanr niotesiirh € Cav al rJulyAdgusi r nal 6 s
1942e di t i on t h a veryMd antl veny feeble wheriildound him deep in the jungle of
Brooklyn's Italian quarter [in August 1922]. His memory was as feeble as his body, and it was

only after | had made three separate visits, each time reading to him (for he was almost blind) his
testimony before th&enolnquiry, that recollection of that fateful June day of 1876 came back.

But when it did come back, it came with a wealth of incidemd detail that was surprising. And

so | wrote his story, just as he told it to m

In 1997, two researchers from Sala ConsilinBrofessorGiuseppe ©litti and Dr. Michele

Esposito- conducted an extensive searchifdormation onMart i n6s bi rt h. Thei
of birth andparish records iloth Romeand Sala Consilinéiled to produce any males Iloor
betweenl1851 and1853 with the last name of MartiniLater that yearhowever, their luck

changed when a special register wastietan Sala ConsilinaThis newly discovered register

was reserved for children who had been abandoned or negl€neidg my research for Italian



birth records, | often found referencesaéd r uot o doe il iptreorjaeltityi tr ansl at
thep oj ect . O Related tleastiseserchildem werd essentially placesaton aspoke

of a wagonwheel in the hope that a family member might recognizepernaps a stranger

would adopt them.

It was in one of thesé mi xrepidtérs that Qlitti and Espositdound adocument akin to a birth

and baptismatertificatefor Martin datedJanuary 28, 1852From thedocumenttheylearned

t hat Mar taptsanane evasdioadn CrisostimdMartino. The name had been given

t o hi m iayor BeddledAbegrod ur i ng t he babyodos SadNmdla sm at
Martin has been foundbandonedear the Church of the Annunciation in Stia previous day

dressed simply in a white cloth and filthy bonnet; he appeared in good conddiovasthought

to be about a month old. His name and parents unknown, and with the need to baptize him
quickly (greatly encouraged in the Roman Catholic Chyrghjegro apparently named the boy

after Saint Giovan or Giovanni- Cristostimo whose FeaBlay was celebrated the previous day.
Thecomuneof Sal a, under Al |l i egr o dVariardoniadeGrdgorio n , s e
(Botta), wife of Francesco Botta.Although orphaned children were oftsent to a home in

Naples, on this occasion, liti@iovan was an exception for reasons unknown.

This information, thereforewould seem to confirm that he was bagitherin early January
1852 or possibly late DecembhdB51. Thelack of attention to detail regarding the datesems
more reasonablevhen considering that, in the culturef rural Italians actual dates ofbirth
mattered little. Ani ec e t o o great gmhddaMghterBassie@osfirms that heold the
family his birth datevas January 1, 1852nd that he was boin Sala. Since his exact date of
birth remainedessentiallyunknownto Martin, it allowed him the freedom tprovide varying
dates in his later yeamsithout remorse For Martin, like the small town Italians of his youth,
actual datesemainedirrelevant facts Professor Colitti is convinced that &ftino was born in
November of 185knd his surname of Martino reflects this: Italians traditionally celebrate the
Feast or San Martino on November 11.

The Italian researchers also concluded that the Italian surnamenifadiuld support the claim

of Apricale as his birthplace since the name is indigenous to the Liguria regarsequently,

the surname Martine of Roman origins would confrmSal a Consi |l i na as Mal
birth. Generally,ltalian surnames ending @6 are more often found in southern lItaly, while

many surnames ending @¢dare found in the northern sectionslat chi ng onedés pl a
with their surname may seem unreliable, but in-@fith century lItaly, rural Italians were less

likely to move far from their place of birtexcept for possiblymmigratingto another country

Finally, Martino traveled to the United States1873aboard the S.S. Tyriaof the Anchor Line

of Glasgow That shi p6s mani fest f oro, Adlyearbld|db8ér3 | i st
from ltaly, as a passengerThis information was confimegtia The Battery Conse
CastleGarden.org projectFurthermore, there is no record of any male passengers with the
surname Martini arriving aboard the S.S. Tyriath@ yearl873.

The Other John Martn

At various points dur i ng nother3obnaMacirnsurfaces. Tdeo hn Ma
similarity of their names combined with the fact that both served in the U.S. Cavalry during the



same period often results conflicting accounts of their livesAlthough some earlier journalists
assumed John Martin to be one person, more recent scholarship effectively refutes this theory.

John Albert Martin- the other John Martinwas born in England in 1849. While csoyy the

Atlantic a few years later, he was orphaned when the steameasdrdentually placed in a

Cleveland orphanage. He joined the U.S. Army while in Arizona in 1872, and was assigned to
Gener al Geor ge Crhenugteedoutini 1877dfter ¢dmpleting hiy five year
enlistment. Army records indicate that he had ligtdlored hair, a fair complexion, blue eyes,
stood 56 50, and wei gh daordng toJolonAiMarénthimmsely, asl 50 p o
well asother accounts, he becamenail carrier with the Pony Express until 188@2ne year

later,John A. Martin moved to Indiana anat age 39marriedthe much younger Virtue Cole.

Martin died in 1928 and was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery in Plymouth, Indi&idf and

Yvonne Haines,asidents and local historians living in Plymouth, confirmed through a series of
censuses that John A. Martinds family resided
1930; they also found that the 1900 census states that John and Virtue had bedrlhgears.

Other glaring discrepanciesd inaccuraciesoften overlooked by zealous researcheabound

regar di ng Ma rQoloneldRedney Thomas of the Lnttee Big Horn Associates points

out that, contrary to popular beliefhé Pony Epressonly operated from April 1860 until
November 1861. He adds that the names of all riders and station ope@®recorded, and

the only Martin listed isnamedRobert. This egregious error was compounded by later
researchers, as evidenced fromaant i cl e (AJohn A. Martin: Cust e
1967 edition ofThe Westnaga zi ne. The article claims that
rider and peace officer in several Midwest towns including Dodge City but he always referred
proudlyt o hi s | egacy [ aslIn&iusetl®26 article in &fymouth aily i er | .
Democraf John A. Martinc | ai med to have carried messages
Fifth Cavalry, a dtdhi enrge,, ftahned fwihg htitke fuitbeovitatep, | a c e .

A Mr . Masratnationwide distinction in that he was the last man to speak with General
Custer before he went into hiatal battle with the Indians." Kristine Withers, historian and
archivist for the U.S. Cavalry Association,ecs , fiéit i s possible that |

been mistaken by his nei ghbwirtsh otvheer atbhsee nyesa rc
intrusive media coverageoupled with the general knowledge that a John Martin carried the last
message, his deendants and relatives may have assumed him to be thastroeessenger.

Colonel Thomawerifiesthat the U.S. Fifth Cavalry was ordered to the Northern Pé&dtesthe

Little Big Horn battle. Assuming John A. Martin was with the Fifth Cavalry imeJL876, he

and the Regiment would have been in at least 250 miles away on the day of batle.u p | e d
with these facts demonstrating rather convincingly that Private John Albert Martin was in
Arizona, New Mexico, or Texas at the time of the Little BigHo, 6 wr i t es Col onel
the simple fact that the vast majority of the Seventh Regiment all knew Martini [Martino] carried

the | ast message. 0 Throughout the vyears, sur
that Trumpeter John D. Martinca i ed t he famous ficome quicko
noted researcher Walter M. Camp confirmed thi

original language was lItalian, and there seems to be no reference to this fact in any John A.
Ma r t i oudts or mterdews.

The Marshall County Historical Museum in Plymouth recently confirmtbdoughthe courtesy
of Cliff and Yvonne Hainest hat a pl aque pl acmeadyyearsagdasrat i n 0 s
error, and the Museum no longer believes tbahJn A . Martin was Custero6s



plaquereadsBe ar er o f Custerod6s Last Me s ls Agbteof theBat t | e
many 1inconsistencies with John A. Martinds cl
AHe wasnoét. O

The Early Years

Little is know of Giovan Martino during his early years in Sakthough a tantalizing episode

has been related by a dedicated Martin/Martino researcher based in Italy, Pasquale Petrocelli. In
1860, as his men marched north to Naples duha¢egendarySpedizione dei MilldExpedition

of the 1,000) GeneralGiuseppe Garibaldi made taumphant entrancento Sala An Italian

patriot and devout republicargzaribaldi ha assembled a small forcef 1,000 men, more
commonly known as th€orpo \blontari Italiani(ltalian Corps of Volunteejsin Sicily; they

stated north with the intention of overthrowing the Bourbon Kingdom of Two Siciigsch

was based in Naples. The marchnd eventual victory greatly furthered the movement for
Italian unification (commonly acknowledged as tRsorgimentd. Already celebrated as a hero

in Sicily and other parts ofwasobviodslgaanomentbus al vy,
occasion. As the festivities eed] Garibaldi was invited tdine wih a leading citizen, Giuseppe

De Petrinis.

One can only imagine the excitement felt3syearold Giovanni. The impression left on him by

Gari baldidos visit remained, enhanced over the
Byage 14, Martind e f t Sal a t o | oi n Gasvolurieark fdomallsparts of r c e s
Italy gathered in the northern towns of Varese, Como and Bergdmd.by Garibaldithese

menwere formed into th&acciatori delle Alpi(Hunters of the Alpsbrigadewith the aim of

liberating the northern Italian regions \6éndo and Trentino from Austrian ruleServing as a

drummer boy Martino participated in the Trentino campaigrd 186667, and possibly the
FrancePrussian War of 1870 (the Italian Army supported tbely declared French Republic)

This entire period, however, is difficult to confirm primarily due to the scarcity of documents
verifying Martinods experiences; much of this

When Martino waspproximately20 yeas old, he apparently had returned to Satasilina and

met his natur al fat her . Por i n glocdted anoappgrdix Sal a 6
dated 1872 | isting the names of Salads resi de
discowered a short transcription relating the event. The Notary of Saléiaseppe Arcieri de
Sanzarecordedon October 241872that50-yearold peasant name@iuseppe Perronfermally
acknowledged Giovan Crisostimo Martino as his s&hile it is difficult to speculate what

effect this may have had on Giovanni emotionally, he neither adopted Perrone as his surname nor
ever mentioned it publicly during his lifetime; he continued to list Francesco and Mariantonia (or
Maria) Botta as his parents each of I§ of many fiveyear reenlistment documents.

Arriving in America

In March of 1873, Martino chose to leave Itdligely hoping to find a better life in America, and
boarded the Anchor Li ne o fPet@®deld sogpoimhisdok, hnS. Tyr
Martin: Un Salese a Little Big Hotnthat during this period, most of the shipping companies
carrying passengers to America rarely traveled directly from Italy. The large vessels used to
cross the Atlantic infrequently sailed into the Meditee@am Sea, preferring to conduct their



business at the Atlantic portBrief stops in the ports of Marseilles and Glasgow preceded a
nearly month long voyage across the Atlantic. Martino, along with a number of other
immigrants from Sala, disembarked@dstle Garden(now Castle Clinton)n the Battery Park
section of loweManhattan As previously mentioned, was at this time that Giova@risostimo
Martino anglicized his name to John Martin.

Soon afterhis arrival, Martino- now Martin- moved to Brook/n, a New York City borough

filled with Italians. His arrival coincided with a severe national recessaso known as the

Panic of 1873 Immigrants to America had few employment choices in the |&teddtury, and

Martin worked a variety of lowpaying manual labor jobs Italians faced many difficulties in

their new country, beginning with language. Other broader and more complex issues surfaced as
Americans, in general, preferred their immigrants to be of similar ethnic and religious
backgrounds.In general, northern Europeansnostly Protestant and often from Germany and
variousScandinavian countriesmet less resistance théheir darkerskinnedcounterparts from
southern EuropeAlthough manual labor opportunities existed, work like thig/@misured more
poverty.

Immigrants looked for alternatives atite U.S. Army opened its arms to recent arrivals in search
of employment. Italy, in particular, endured decades of revolutionary activity and intermittent
war in the period preceding unifiton. The almost constant strife produced bdHelened

men anxious to prove their worth and earn a gvin their new country. Martinavas no
different. While passing an Army enlistment centarNew York he was approached by Army
recruiter Lieuteant Edward Huntewith promises of a steady job and superior wagegh ¥w
optionsleft, he enlistedn June 1, 1874s a trumpeter and received an assignment to Company
H of the U.SA r mySéventh Cavalry. He was not alone, however, and othemialigericans
sening in the U.S. Army includd Charles Camillus DeRudio (born Count Carlo Camillo Di
Rudio), John James (Giovanni Casella), Frank Lombardy (Francesco Lombardi), and Felix
Vinatieri (Felice Villiet Vinatieri). DeRudio, in fact, was attachédo one of Custer ds
and he survives the battle after a harrowing night hiding in a copse of trees.

Army life for troops stationed on the frontier, while preferable to living in poverty, was difficult

and deadly, at best. Food and sanitationevegjually atrocious, and rampant alcoholism was a
byproduct of the endless tedium endured by the troopers. Training in horsemanship to recruits
often unaccustomed to horses was inadequate, while drill and marksmanship practice were
nearly norexistent; toopers were limited to only 15 rounds of ammunition per month.
Martinods Seventh Cavalry Regi ment was -compr i
born troopers; although Italians accounted for a significant number, most of the foreigners hailed
from Ireland and Germany. Many of the officers were Civil War veterans trained and
experienced in combat. It was a polydiotce that Custer lednto the western plains, and this

lack of cohesion coupled with poor training certainly contributed to thetelissisead.

Going West

Between late 1874 arehrly 1875, a geological studyed byrenowned Indian fighter and Civil
War hero,Lt. Col. George A. Custerdiscovered gold in the Black Hills, then considered part of
the Department of MissouriNewsof the find leaked ouandhundreds of prospectors rushed to
the area. The Black Hills, however, werensidered sacred by themericanIndians and
existing treaties with the U.S. government forbadg settlement there. Offers to purchdise



Black Hills were rejected and the U.S. Secretary of W8aued an ultimatum declaring that all
Indians would have to move to designated reservations within two mowhsde most of the
Plains Indiangesigned themselves to life on the government Reservationss btbetraged by
the incursionand encouraged byoly man and spiritual leadeSitting Bull - banded together
determined that war was their only recourde responseSi t t i nlgkoaant Cheyenne
warriorsinitiated hostilities against the interlers hoping to drive off the increasing number of
white prospectors and speculators.

Determining that military intervention was requireghops were assembled to resolve the issue
under theleadership of Brigadier General Alfréd Terry. By the sprig of 1876, an intricate
threepronged campaign was mobilized for the Little Bigrn vicinity in an effort to force the
fihostle® ont o t h e OnrMagld rCustesnd lnisSeventh CavalriRegimenteft Fort
AbrahamLincoln (locatednearpresentday Bismarck,North Dakota) riding out in columns of
four. Accompanying Custeand his cavalrymemwas the Regimental Bands well asassorted
Arikara andCrow Indian scouts Some tribes like the Arikara and Crow decided that allaying
themselves with thérmy would provide better opportunities in reclaiming land taken by the
aggressive Lakota.

Little thought was given to understanding the Plains Indians, which were composadly of

Lakota (Sioux), Arapahos,and Cheyennesalong with other contingent®f Kiowas and
Comanches. For their common defense, the various bands began uniting into one immense
camp, totalingperhaps10,000men, women and childrelmy some estimatesSubtracting non
combatants from this total still leaves approximately 5,000 warin the field. While Terry
accompanied one column himself, Colonel John Gibbon and General George Crook commanded
the other two, with the primary goal of converging on the Ingilage and blocking any route

of escape.

At tached t o wasktrQolgnglsGeocge A. Custetmpetuous courageouand often

reckless, Custer sought glory and a quick end to the Indian prokiemhad earned popular

acclaim as a Civil War cavalry leader and spent a few years fighting various Indian trlzes.

lengthy interview with the Washington TimezuplishedNovember 4, 1906), Martin allowed the

journalist to review his diary, which provides exceptional detHilCusterand the troops in the

period leading up to the battlén mid-1876,Martinw r i t\Wesare atiirort Abraham Lincoln,

Dakota Territory, and it was the first time in years that Seventh Cavalry had been united.
General Terry and staff arrived and the General took command about the 12th of May,
1876 General Custer came from Washington, butrditthave much to say, for at that time, he

was in trouble with GeneralhenPr esi dent ) Gr ant . But he had ¢t}

On May 17, 1876, Custer and his troops prepared to leave Fort Lincoln. Matdéibsthe

bri gad eup and dispdsigomiThe roops for this expedition consisted of twelve troops of

the Seventh Cavalry, four companies of infantry, ten of fifteen Indian scouts, and-fiveray

thirty civilians. We took the fiel@ a t 6: 30 AM. 6Boots and Saddl
AM, stand,horse and mount. Then we passed in review and bade farewell to our friends and
though the band was playir@he Girl | Left Behind M&)it seemed like a funeral procession.
Later it pl ayed Cus o &g Oweh.cav ol e t e @Afteuleeinge H,Gar r
the post, the march was taken up in columns of fours, route step, General Terry and staff in front,
followed by General Custer and staff (Mrs. Custer rode on the left of the General). That day we
made Little Heart River and camped for thght. After pitching camp assembly was sounded (I

was a bugler) and we fell in for payment. It was a pretty sober crowd, everybody felt the



position we were in. Some made deposits for their money, and |, for one, put $50 with the
Paymaster. Next morrgngeneral call was sounded at 6:30, boots and saddles at 7, and we took
up the march again. But the paymaster and poor Mrs. Lincoln went back to Fort Abraham
Lincoln, and it proved to be the | ast farewel

Marti nds bdeisarsye videersaclr idays of Atireless and ce
discipline slipped during the movement. He notes in detail one episode invblmsglf and

Henr y Vo s Ehjef trfGrapstér.e OndMay 29, they camped by the Little MissioRaver,

and Vossié detailed me as mounted orderly for headquarters; but as it was not my turn, |
refused to do the duty, and after some words the chief trumpeter had me tied up on the picket line

for two hours (strung up by the thumbs). | reported it toGaptain, who told General Custer.

He sent for me and said he would have it investigated as soon as we got back totgqe r s . 0 T
Washington Times articl e r e#meakidgsmarchesa tf orhd roywed g
wi t hahdt éun and dusty pte as constant sources of discomfort to the tnen.

As Custer and his 647 troopers moved south to form one part of the projected envelopment,
Martin noted fnWe passed through many I ndian campi n¢
scalp of a white marHere we halted, one of the scouts having reported the discovery of a large

fresh camp. About this time the headquarters flag was stuck in the ground, but the wind blew it

down three times and many of us b elhdiarescomtd i t t
had located an enormous Indian encampment by the Little Big Horn Rinepreseniday
Montana)in thelate afternoon of June24lhe f ol |l owi ng morning, one o0

scouts,a halfbreed nameditch Bouyer(or Boyer) met with Custer to determine the size and

strength of the Indian encampment. Bouyerportedlyr e | at ed t o Geberd,ifyoun , A We
dondét find more Indians in that valley than vy
sizeof the villageand numler of Indians was unfathomable to Custer.

On the foll owing morning, a s anGittasktpanmnédsfor tkee N mo
next day, some troopers were spotted by a small band of Indians. This development angered
Custer who assumed eliminated the crucial element of surprigéeglecting his general orders

to wait for Gener al Terunyltes emai matohgmmnhandr
numerical superiority and resolvdie opted for an immediate attack Utilizing tactics

successflly employedin earlier battleshe chose to divide his men into three smaller battalions

with the intent of encircling the encampmeiidian warriors although brave and resilient
combatantswere inclined to flee with their families when attacked witkheir villages. At

noon,Martin reported thathree companies were sent off witajor Marcus Rendoi € mar ¢ h
down the Little Big Horn valley and charge e
accordinglyattacled from the southern end of the Mbe while CaptainFrederick Benteen, also

with three companies, rode o the southweswith orderst oattatk all he came across

Lastly, one company was to guard the pack train of ammunition and supplies, under the
command of Captain Thomas McDollga Custer and the remaining companies would
eventually head in a northwesterly direction with the aim of attacking from the east.

The Attack Begins
Custer and Renob6és columns rode together for a

Horn. As Reno moved off to begin his attack, Custer anditnéscompanies climbed bluff
overlooking the valley.They continued riding east, in columns of two, eventually stopping by a



narrow ravine. As the troopers checked their saddles and wed&hastsrrode to the cresf

the bluff accompanied by his adjutants and Martifhe latter thoughnormally assigned to
Benteends H Compt@a@Quyst ewads®n Husodbgucktemtirdexplained this
development in his diani Tr ump et er  Vedsback fo Yhe ® seport asadrderly to
General Custer, and although, again, it was not my turn, | did as he commanded. General Custer
told me to keep close behind him, and we began the march which took up to the top of the hill,
from which we saw all of $it i ng B ud Cudtarand/ Cobkésaugrezel the encampment
carefully, and Martin noted, Aféwt squaves,epapeates,d e s e r
ponies, and dag 0 A c c o r d Custgrassumediddndianwanriors wereaway, perhaps

buffalo hunting Following a briettonsultationwith Cooke Custer wheeled his horse, waved his

hat and exhorted the men in his high t ¢ h e dBoys, bave ceuragel Be brave, and as soon

as we get through with these Indians we il home to our wine r s t Thd tioapers 0
replied with three quick cheers.

It was approximately 35, moments befor€uster launched his attaclPerhapsrealizing that
this would be a biger battlethan expectedCusterasked Cooke to send a dispatch to Benteen
urgently requesting men and ammunitibnfi p a .c Rudliog) a notepad from his pocket, the
Canadiarborn Cooke wrote quickly:

Benteen

Come on. Big Village.
Be quick. Bring packs.
W. W. Cooke

P.S. Bring Packs.

Martinds diary r ecounst éadneral Cesterperused the adteebeford mo
calling for an orderly to deliver it. An unidentified trooper stepped out to which Custer replied,
ANO, no, the other man. 0 Martin nudged his
gauntlet. Beforehed epar t ed, Custer instructed, ATrumpet
can discover Benteen and give him this message. If you see no danger come back to us, but if
you find Indians in your way stay with Benteen and return with him and when youcjetibhas

report.” | t has been noted that Cooke penned the
broken EnglishbutMartin does not mentionh. The language issue would loom later in the day.

As Martin hurried off, Custer and his five doomed comeariegan their slow descent into the

val l ey Rdmdfasty. cofti nued Malsdon reacheditheleress of the hdl,r y , f
and looking back, | could see that the Indians had already attacked, and our boys were acting
very excitedly. | restethy horse on the brow of the hill for a minute and sat watching the action

in the distance. At the time, | did not think it was the last time any one of these men would ever
been seeninlif6. Carrying the message woula Martt ionndl sy
defining moment in American history: One that
|l ast white man to see Custer alive. 6

Martin pushed hisnounthard asroundsfired by nearby Indians slammed into the grotnyd
him. Spurring his mounthe rode out of their rifle range quicklyithin a few minutes, Martin

spotted a solitary rider heading in his dire
civilian who had accompanied the column as a guide and forager, among other dut&s1 Bo
hadbeen with McDougall 6s pack train when an ea

ammunition he immediately set outto locateu st er 6 s SeengMeatin alang the way,



Boston excitedl y eaastloatibnahdpleforelpressing mmtoddtMargnrthats
his horsewas limpingfrom a bullet wound.Boston would be one of three Custer brothetse
other, Tom - who would perish that afternoorronically, this brief meeting would unite the last
trooper to see Custer aliamd the last man to join the doodrelumn.

Finally locating Benteeand his command around 4:00 p.@n.telievedMartin rode down and
handedoverthe dispatch Benteen scanned the nafeickly, passed it to Captain Thomas Weir,

and asked Martin foEud e r 6 s . IMartin dreathiessly repliethat Custer and his troopers
were three miles awayo the north "Is [Custer] being attacked or not?" implored Benteen.

Martin tersely- perhaps nervously replied, "Yes, [ he] i's begponge att ac
provokes historical debate. Eyewitnesses to this encounter report gratreriedMartin added

T inaheavy Italian accent hat t he I ndians were Oskedaddl i nc
1908 interview withwalter MasonCamp Martin denis using the workskedaddlingalthough

it is generally acknowledged to havVherebxsten par
scant witnesses to this conversation and it
recol | ect i orsion mayBave lheenalter@dto jusefy his later actidwsy version of

this brief meeting must be viewed in the |ig
troopers, including their commanders, were under severe stress exacerbated by deryeskre
riding and i mminent battle with an opponent 0
battleo and history is filled with seemingly
moments.

Martin, for his part, does not delve into the detdithis conversation. His diary, as reported by

the Washington Times Magazine in a 1906 column, summarized the conversation as a quick
exchange. Then, Benteen Ahurried forward, | o
of his command],and we puh e d t o C uUnsteéad of deployang ishmediately to support
Custerb6s attack, B samcershaped hiltooreindorte thedhirdabattaliedr b y

by Major Marcus Reno T h e | eotuthresuffereda severe maulingfter begnning their

assaultand retreated tahat is nowcalledReno Hill Reno and his men were almost certainly
saved from destruction by Bent edmtlesdefensivee!| v ar
position on the hilfor anothe two days fending off attacksainly hoping for Custer to relieve

them.

One can imagine what these soldiers endured during this time: Cursing and sweating soldiers
frantically scraping the hard ground to create cover from the enemydiist;swirling about,
limiting vision, and accomgmied by unremitting healtewildered and terrified horse and mules
whinnying wildly; shots plunking into the ground and unfortunate soldiers who would in turn
scream from shock and pain; and, unrelenting thirst for both man and animal. As these events
unfolded, great courage was evident in some of the men. Many soldiers, including Matrtin,
would later testify that many lives were certainly saved by a cool and composed Benteen. While
Reno cowered in the center of the position, Benteen repeatedly expossdf ho enemy fire,

even being hit in the heel of his booflthough they occasionally ventured out dbase off
snipersor obtain water, they were unabbte unwi | i ng to | ocate Custe
exception of onéailed foray.

It would have maed | i ttl e difference, however, als Cust
annihilated within an hourTwo long days passed before the mai®.lArmy force arrived, led
by General Terry.Their arrival, noted Martin, wa8t oo | at e f ortim€forus-er and

for we were aboutGadtOhOe ra gnagi nuspt Re,n0o0 Oarmd Bent e



Terryds command rode to the battle site. Ma r
got to the place where they had made their stand, wedfewerything dead except Captain

Keoghos horse. The men had been cut and mang
twisted like rope, and twenty or thirty arrows struck in each body. It was the worst sight

imaginable. Toward the middle of thalh t | egr ound, we found the Dboc
with the general s head resting on its stomac

other in his right temple. His clothes, except hat, coat and boots, were on him, but his watch was
goneo After burying the deadvhere they had fallenTerry retreated to the mouth of the Big

Horn river,eventually arriving at Fort Abraham Lincomy t he Ar myos ri ver s
West. Reinforcements were ordered and over the next few years, Fedegs streamed into

the Black Hills. Recalcitrant Indians were either rounded up and shipped to government
reservations, or hunted down and killed.

After the Little Big Horn

The following yearMartin, still a bugler with themow reconstituted Seveh Cavalry, ok part
in the campaigmgainst Chief Joseph and tRez Percgincluding the battle of Canyon Creek in
Montana(Junel877)

In early 1879, Martin found himself in Chicago preparing to offer testimony in the Court of

| nqgui ry s cqneemiogethe ceventgyat the Little Bigp r n . Specifically
primary focus was on the conducthmth Major Reno and Captain Benteelt.should be noted

that Major Reno requested the inquiry in the interest of defendinguiestionablectiors. On

March 1, 1879, the Court of Inquiry closed the proceedings and both Reno and Benteen were
cleared of any wrongdoing, although intense debates continue today regarding their actions at the
battle. Regar dl ess of t he Cou-rstwéasy edle diys iCouns,t e Wksl iwc
and from the cumulative testimonyensur ed t hat putdtiens eereofdrdvarc er s 0
damaged.

Martin washonorablydischargedt Fort Abraham Lincolon May 31,1879aftercompletinghis

original five-year enlistmentwith the Seventh Cavalry Less than a month lafeMartin

reenlisted (June 24, 187%ut this timewith the Third Artillery Regiment, Battery G, for five

years. Perhaps this was due to his impending marriage to Julia Hig@@gearold Irish girl

living in Oswego, New YorkThey met while Martin was stationed at nearby Fort Schuyler and

wed on October 7 at St. Raymonddés Catholic Ch
was assigned to the shore battery duty in Baltimdnéially, they lived in Fort McHenryand

eventually settled in a hona 1410Woodall Street in the Locust Point community of south
Baltimore Here theypegan taaise their family as Martin reenlisted in 18&#4d again in 1889

A July 4, 1885 newspaper article froneth Bal t i mor e Sun confirms Mart
McHenryas a musician with Battery D of the Fourth Regular Artillelyi s cel ebr ity as
bugler was growing, and although the article
appearace, t he byline reads fASole Survivor of th

According to a New York Timearticle dated October 21, 1886, General Philip Sheridan was
visited by fAa neatly dressed artilleryman na
c o mma mMdrtindraveled to Washington, D.C. in the hope of obtaining a messenger position

with the War Department. General Sheridan wasCiimmanding General of the U.S. Army at
thattime,andh@ pr omi sed to further his ihiNbgpoweitndds] ap



Sso. 0 Since Martin remained with his Coast al
appear that Sherucekssiuldés assi stance was

They lived in relative peace and stabilityth their growing familyuntil the outbrek of the
SpanishAmerican War in 1898.Martin was transferred to the 4th Artillery Regiment, Battery

D, stationed in Tampa, Florida. Two years later, as hostilities ended, Maeimistedfor the

final time and spent some time in Cuba, returning iry NI801. By July of that yeay though,

Martin transferred to # 90th Coastal Artillery Regimemstationed at Fort McHenry, serving

until late September, 1908hen he was promoted to Corpor&hortly before his mandatory
retirement (age limitation) inahuary, 1904, he received one final promotion to Master Sergeant.

Hi s discharge document bears the st dhereement , i
Marti nds s eHewvretained armedemte tkvel of popularity and his retirement was
mentioned in a January 1904 article app&gin the National Tribune. The piece noted that he

wo ul d rtheee quariers of his regular pggughly $30 per monthd It added that
i éhas in his possession a handsomely engrossed certificagsl ignCaptain Benteen which

contains the dates of the various engagements in which he fought.

PostArmy Life

The Martinsowned and operateal smallconfectioneryshopon Fort Avenue, near the gates of
Fort McHenry until 1906. They lived in a smalhome on Hull StreetBy now, their family had
grown to eight children: Julia, Mary, George, May, Jane, John Joseph, Frank William and
Lawrence. Three of his sons would eventually serve in the military with Geor@med after
Custer- eventually beconmg a Generah the U.S. Army

Martin moved to Brooklyn possibly in 1906- and lived with his daughter Mary for a short

period before finding a furnished room in the neighborhood near the Manhattan Bridge with the
Coico (or Coicco) family. By the 1920 e ns u s , Martin w&and awdostlediasg
with the Coicos at 168 Prospect Street in Brooklynscandalous rumor involving his move to

New York emerged It allegedthatMartinhadan af fair with a woman of ¢
have contraed venereal disease from heJpon Jul i ads di scovery, Mar t
Baltimore homeand left for New York In 1908, an article appearing in the Brooklyn Eagleealed

that at the behest of JulMartin, thepolice trackedviartin to Brooklyn. He told thepolicethat he

had no ill will against his wife and was glad to hear she was doingWwdl.e was not goi ng
her, he said, and that was the end ofattiedthe reporter.lt must be emphasized that these rumors

remain unsubstantiate ltalian researcher PasqudketrocellibelievesMartin remainedat least

moderately honorable in attending to his famégding that dspite his meager pension, he sought to

assist the family in other waydMany weekends were spent traveling to Batdtre via train courtesy

of the free passes provided by his daughtetiaJan employee of a railroadompany. My
correspondence with his few remaining relatives, including Patricia Bigshm to confirm that

regardless of his moving to Brooklyrhe emained very much loved by his immediate family.
Martinds personal hi st or y ang termlenestooshirk hisrddtiesc at e t
and obligations.

A National Tribune article, dated August 1906, notes that Martin began working that year as
0Oticket chopper 6 i ron thehrecentlyOoBenedi Newt Yiork €ity suBwwap t i o n
system. He obtained the positiamth the help of MajorFrancis M. Gibson of the New York

Street Cleaning Department. Gibson had served as a First LieutenaBtevitht e en6s Tr oop



the Seventh Cavalry during the Sitting Bull campaigrhe article stat h a t Martinodos
pension was $30 per month, and that the subway job paid an additionab@&45monthit

further noted  Soéhat he has a good living assurem, but it is monotonous work from 1

o&clock in the morning until 7 o 6 c¢ in the dvdning

On June 24, 1906, Martin and many former Seventh Cavalry comrades traveled to the United
States Military Academy at West Point to honor Custer on the Twefiby Anniversary of the

battl e. Fondly <called O6Buglerdé Martin by hi
grave as they laid garlands down in tribute. Many Seventh Calvary troopers, including Matrtin,
revered their former commanderThe following year saw Martin attend a Seventh Cavalry
reunion held at Canandaigua, New York.

Martin never forgothis Indian Wars experiences, remainimgry proud of his service, and
particularly of his role in the Battle of Little Bigdlorn. He supplemented hiscome by

appearing in New York City stage productions, often playing bugle calls between acts or telling

war stories. Various newspapea c count s from the New York Ti
appearance asthe guestof honor- att he Ameri can cThe®at rod6 si Cursa cdeu
Fighto on Mbaayr ti nds907%.] atives and numerous ne
popularity during his time in New York City. It was not unusual for schoolchildren to visit,
primarily to hear his retelling of the famohbattle.

As the years went by, Martin happily continued toiriderviewed by historians andurnalists

alike regardinghis memories of the Little BigHorn. Perhaps thoughtlessly, Martin occasionally
amended a few details of the battle and his life.e@fhis intent was to correct an inaccuracy or
discrepancy in the deposition taken at the 1879 Court of Inquiry. Conversely, as his command of
the English language improved over the years, his memory inevitably began to fail as evidenced
by the sometime antradictory information provided during interviewsA newspaperarticle

from 1906mentions that he haal slight Italian accent to his Engligh.

The Washington Times Magazine published a detailed article about John Martin in November
1906, which providesn intriguing viewinto his life. At 53 years of age, Martin wastill an

active cleatreyed man whose strong face and perfect poise clearly indicate the active and perfect
training he has had since infaiche is straight and sturdy as ever, and riseh &i merry
twinkle and a regulation military salute for every one of the many patrons of the subway who
know him personally, and who never fail to stop for a minute with the old veteran of at least
three active campaigris.Martin, the author reveals, keptdetailed diary of his entire military
service. Evidently, he prized the memoirs but allowed the interviewer to use it for the purposes
of verification.

The reporter visited with Martin at his New York apartmantl on his walls hung priceless
memordilia. The bugle he used throughout his thirty year Army career hung on one wall while
afnslightly tarnished cornet hangs opposite t
bel onged to a Spanish bugler whoingouldplagd it t
better than its o wn slightlydtarnishachand batered seieed whichh el d a
Martin provided a short history. He related that when the troop was mustered out in 1879, the
soldiers turned in all of their equipment, but kiawas allowed to keep his bugle since it was

per sonal property. Years | ater, while servin
and tlahh, gou weie with Custer. | have a relic from his command and | am going to give it

t o y dhe.segeant presented the saber to Martin who examined it carefully his



astoni s hmenmyinittalse, J.B.&,f owmintdh t he date &édJune, 187
them with a nai/l year s a g oo Fittindly, Madirs alsonlepgamt vy g | ¢
1874 photograph of Geysllewaad grind/wihtagerandessaré i b e d

As his small fame began to grow, he readily traded in his subway job for a better one at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, where he spent the rest of his working .ddétysa second longnterview

with Walter Mason Camp iMay 1910, Martin recounted speaking to General Terry two days

after the battle while leading the relief column to the battle site. After querying Martin on certain
specifics relating to the battlegeTr r y ¢l osed t hé€eWdlgouare alsickimaon wi t
and | wish you good fortune."

John Martinds g o odonfDecenmbai8,d922 \Whilecrossimg aaBnooklym d
street, he was hit by a truck amdspitalizedat Cumberland Hospital Although the truck
accident was enough to hospitalize him, a more devastating medical problem was discovered.
Six days passed as Martin struggled with complications arising from a bronchial pulmonary
issue. At 10: 15 on the morning of December 24, 192, only a sorin-law present, Martin

lost his final battle and passed avatythe age of 69 Hewas laid to rest in the nearby military
cemetery at Cypress Hilis Brooklynthree days lateitwasB u g | e r fida ivouaa 6 s

Shortly after higdeath, his widow, Julia, applied for a pension assignment. In order to validate
her claim as his wife, she was required to provide proofthieat separation wasnly that, and
not adivorce. Depositions were collected frofamily and neighbors, and theatter was
resol vedavoronMarch 23,4928. Ifa sidebas,a result oher dementiajulia spent
her remaining years at Spring Grddespital in Catonsville, Maryland.

Taps

Over 130 yearsater, sharpdebate and controversy still surroutiee eventsof the Little Big

Horn valley. It easily remainsne of Americeh i s t mastyaisus battte and itsallure never
seems to fadeTactics and personalities are examined endlessly through a wide abagksf{
monographs, essays, movies awdbsites More recent archaeologicaliscoveries at the
sprawling battlefield have only served to enhance and fuel fudhmliesand discussions
Dedicated volunteerrgups like theFriends of the Little Big Horn Battlefie]d.ittle Big Horn
Associatesand Little Bighorn History Alliance promote serious research of the battle, leading to
more detailed studies of the individuals involved.

OQur John Martin, Giovanni Martino, has not be
in recent yearsespecially in his nativdtaly. Some of this appeal derives from a general
European interest in the lore and legends of the American Wild West. Much of the research
regarding his birth comes from the diligent efforts of Italian professional and amesieuians:
ProfessoiGiuseppe Colliti;Dr. Michele Esposito; Pasquale Petrocelli; and, Claudio Busi. Their
research, enhanced by their proximity to primary source documents, is free of the restrictions and
biases accumulated through seemingly endlestied conflicting analyses of the participants

and events surrounding the Battle of the Little Big Horn.

Al t hough not directly involved with examinin
Seventh Cavalry, more prominent historians and auth&ebert Utley,James Donovan and
John Koster help to keep his story alive. Don Horn of the Little Big Horn Associates helped to



provideMar t i nds ganaw tensbstdn@m 1991 wiibh bears the following inscription:
ACarri ed Ge n .ess&yaBattleof thesLittle BisHornMune 25, 18760.

Other individuals also help to keep his life and contributions alive and relelrarit999, his
services were recognized and honored by the Arlington National Cemetery's "Taps Project,” a
permanat exhibit created by Jari A. Villanueva that pays tribute to nine famous buglers in U.S.
Army history. The exhibit is moving, not only with respect to Martin, but to other often
forgotten buglers. Awareness of Martin and his service to the SeventhryCax@ndseven
further: John Chiarella anthe Five Borough Bicycle Clubf New York honored Martin during

their Annual Memorial Day Ride in 2007.

His fellow veterans always referred to him a
regardfor Martin, and respected him fdyoth his actions and demeanoOther accounts by

family members consistently paint him as good and happy man, who loved and valued his family
deary. He was someti mes affecti on aReteotel)i elquentlyer r e d
writes that, néwe do not find a hero per se,
good and bad. He very much represents the humble and rarely acknowledged aspects of the
Italian immigrants of his era, who also worked and sacrificedfa hei r adopt ed home

In his venerated bool;he Custer Myth: A Source Book for Custeria@alonel W.A. Graham

el oguently notes that Martin Aéis a rather re
to honor the Stars and Stripes, and wimas out in the old blue, his left arm literally covered to

the elbow with service stripes, every time the call of patriotism sounds, whether it be to honor
the dead or greet the living. o Gr aham, wh o
| a tsdeathgioperlyadds Aéhe is well worthy of your res

Giovanni Martino lived an historical odyssey, and his experiences may likely remain
unparalleled. For most, howevdnis life and experiences are summed up in anédy yet
incomgete statement: The last white man to see Custer alive.



Photographs

Trumpeter John Martin (Giovanni
Cristostimo ~ Martino) in a
photograph taken by D.F. Barry
shortly before or after his retirement
from the U.S. Army in 1904.

stripes corresponding with his thirty

years of continuous service and three
medals. The latter likely relate to his

expertise with particular weapons

such as  marksmanship and
sharpshooter.

From Pat Ditch,niece to hisgreat
granddaughte(Bessie), and Seventh
Cavalry records, we know that he
had hazel eyes, dar k
6 0 . neadynall accounts, he is
described as bright and cheerful, an
amazing trait in consideration of the

many wars he experienced.

A current photo of Sala
Consilina, a small town (or
comung located in the
Campania region of Salerno i
southern ltaly. Originally, thes=
town was named Sala, but thigs
was anended to its current!
name of Sala Consilina in thés
late 19th century A former
New York State police oifer
and amateur historian, W.FF g s
Walbesser, hypothesized that
he could have been born in Sal ' &
Verona, located ina region eyt
where Garibaldi had fought, an#&==
the misconception may be fro
t he similariti
names.

Martinos unx $eovicem bear s

hai
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GiovanMar t i no Oificatb(R r t h
pages) from the Registry in Sala
Consilina. It was located by
ProfessorGiuseppe Colitti and Dr.
Michele Espositoof Sala in 1997
after an extensive search. The
special Registeiwas reserved for
children who had been abandoned
or neglected. Their analysis
determined thatMar t i nds
baptismal name was Giovan
Crisostimo Matrtino.

Found abandoned near the Church
of the Annunciation in Sala the
previous day,Martino appeared in
good condition and was thought to
be about a month oldS a | Ma§os
named the boy after Saint Giovan
(or Giovanni) Cristostimo whose
Feast Day was celebrated the
previous day.

The documentseem to confirm that
Martino was born in either early
January 1852 or possibly late
December 1851. Martino told his
the famly that he was odanuary 1,
1852, in Sala. One assumption is
that, snce his exact date of birth
was unknown and the unimportance
of actual birth datet rural Italians

it was acceptable tprovide varying
birthdates in his later years.

Professor Clitti remainsconvinced
that Martino was born in November
1852 and his surname of Martinro
and not that of his adopted parents,
diGregorio or Botta- reflects this:
Italians traditionally celebrate the
Feast or San Martino on November
11.

These documerg were provided
through the courtesy oGiuseppe
Colitti andMichele Esposito.

ce

actu



Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807 - 1882), Italian
patriot and military hero. His popularity and
military abilities are rightfully credited with
the creation of a unified Italyluring the
Risorgimento. After returning to Italy from
exile in 1848, he fought on and off for
Italian unification for many years. His
success wasicclaimedinternationally and
he was offered a command in the U.S. Army
by Abraham Lincoln during the Amean
Civil War, to which he politely refused.
Garibaldi remains the most popular of all
Italian heroes of the Risorgimento, aigd
often acknowledged as the Father of Modern
Italy.

A young John Martin (Giovanni Martino) in an

undated photo. Althougkthe quality is poor, the

photo likely dates back to soon after his arrival in

America. A phenomenon of the massive Italian

immigration to Italy during one 2$ear period

(1875 to 1900) resulted in so many emigrations that

some sections of ltaly were alstodepopulated,

including Martinobés own region, Campani a. Part C
this was due to the Italian i mmigrantés tendency
emigrate in large groups. In general, emigrations of

such scale resulted in economic upheaval in both

Italy and the United States.

Sitting Bull (Tatanka lyotake), a Hunkpapa

Sioux holy man. His premonition of victory

provided untold inspiration in the days preceding

the battle. At the Little BigHorn, while Crazy

Horse | ed the warriors into b:
voice was clearlyheard urging the Indians on.

Following the battle, he and other Indian warriors

were hunted by the U.S. Army and escaped to

Canada for safety. After his return to the United

States, he toured with briefly
Wild West Show. In 1890, heas shot and killed

- though unarmedby Sioux police trying to arrest

him at the Standing Rock Indian Reservation.



