John Matrtin (Giovanni Martino): Custer 6s Bugl er
By Leonardo Solimine

The General leaned forwatid his saddlgintently studying the valley belowThrough the
swirling dust, hefinally spotted higquarry A massive Indiancampment- perhaps three miles
long -- filled with circle after circleof tepee lodgedt seemed as if the Indians in the village
were fleeing!Turning and waving his broadmmed hatjn his distinctive higkpitched voicehe
called outi We 6 ve caught t hFeummonrdaednenneagthe Qerelgemiaived
silentwhile, further backfive companies otavalrymencheered The General signaled and a
lone rider, mounted on a white horse with a trumpet slung across his back, quickly trotted up.

Al want you to take a ideasdastagyeucangandtalmim&ihurry.Be nt
Tel | him itdéds a big village, and | want hi m
barked the General rapidly. As the bugler turned his mamother officer stopped him f Wa i t ,
order |l yyoudh!l mdppeleenswe about h e b poprd EeglishtheGener al 6 s
Adjutant hurriedly pewriled and signed the order r epeating the General 0
Tucking the note into his gauntlet, the bugler spurred his horse back up the trail.

As theSeventhCavalrytroopers descended the ravine to the Little Bigt®iver and history it

would be the last time the bugler would sk Colonel George A.Custer and his 210
cavalrymen alive.However, he buglerhad more urgent concernfodgingrounds fired from

Indians perched on nearby bluffs, he rode hard andfesttheirregularterrain A short time

later, with hs horsewounded he finally locatedCa pt ai n Frederick Bentee
delivered the dispatchA sheet ofpaper savedth b u gl er 6 s BYydafymgCtutsater dasy .
last messagethe bugler- John Martin- remainsalmost universalllac k nowl edged as t
white man to see Custer alige

Today, the nearly complete annihilation of Lt. Colonel George A. Custer'sdashand at the

hands ofLakota, Cheyenne and Arapaho warrigosovidesa continuing source of study and
debate for historians and scholars alike; it remains etched in our collective history, examined as
much for its myths as fothe many mysteries. The ehaustive research extends to not only
strategic and tactical concerns, but also to the many complex personalities involved with
voluminous studie®ased on the lives @itting Bull, Crazy Horse and George Custéiuch

lessis known abouBugler John Marh, one of themorefascinatingyet enigmatic figures from

C u s t Least Btandon June 251876 Who was tk man that fate chose to save that day

why does s place in historgtretch far beyonche events at the Little Bighorn?

Origins

The one cdainty in any analysis othe buglerJohn Martinis that he was born in Italy. At this
point, however, the ambiguitidgegin Upon his arrival in the United States in 1838,often
occurred with 1 mmigrants i nsnhamaoiJohn Maftifh Mastt t o
scholarsand historiansassume that his birth nameas Giovanni Martinj a seeminglylogical
conclusionsometimesreinforced by Martin himself. Yet, more recent research conducted in
Italy reveals that John Martin was actualgmedGiovan Crisostimo Martingrior to his arrival

in America.
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In an effort to determine his true identity, the first logical step would batablesh his actual
place ofbirth. Two distinctly diverse Italian townsoncurrentlyclaim him as their ative son:
Apricale and Sala Consilina. The former, Apricake,a tiny picturesquéilltop commune
(municipaltown orvillage) located in the far western ltalian region of Liguridlmost 1,000
kilometers away, down the Italian peninsula, lies Sala oasa rugged little town perched on
a Campania hillside. At hough earl i er research hinted t
birth, and despite #ttown still claiminghim as one of their own, there exists sufficient evidence
to refute effectivly this conclusion. Perhapsam of this confusion stems from @ertain
Giovanni Battista Martini, who was born in Apricale in 184Knother aspedor consideration

is thepoor quality ofsomeparish records, often lost or damaged by flood or fire,eemgl them
unreadable

Martin often claimed he was born on January 28, 1853 in Sala Consil&gough most
biographersacceptSala Consilina as his birthplace, thesay havehesitated due to a lack of
primary documents substantiating this fagtnother factor likely ontributing to their dilemma
wasMar t i ndés i megandmg hissirthplateandedate In 1906, during an interview
with the Brooklyn Standardagle on the eve of the 25th anniversary of the Battle of Little
Bighorn, Martin relatedhat he was born in Sal@onsilinain 1847. In 1923, Martin stated he
was born in Rome in 1851 while being interviewed with Colonel W.A. Graham, a retired Army
lawyer and one of the leading Custer scholars of his generé&tioan article latepublishel in
AThe Cavabdbry Journal

In 1997, two researchers from Sala ConsilinBrofessorGiuseppe Calitri and Dr. Michele

h a

Esposito- conducted an extensive searchifformatononMar t i nés bi rt h. The

of birth andparish records ibbothRomeand Sala Consilintailed to produce any males born in
1852 or 1853 with the last name of Martiiater that yegrhowever, their luck changed when a
special register was located in Sala Consilina. In it, they fouddcament akin to a birth

certificae with the date of January 28, 185Rrom thedocument, Calitri and Esposito learned
t hat Mar bapts@ananme evasiioadn CrisostimdMartino. The name had been given

to him by FedbleAdiegromagdgwmri,ng the babychef SGhapt i sn

Stefano. Martin has been found the previous day dressed simply in a white cloth and filthy
bonnet; he appeared in good condition and thhasghtto be about a month old. His name and
parents unknown, and with the need to baptize dumckly (greatly encouraged in the Roman
Catholic Church) Alliegro apparently named the boy after Saint Giovan (or Giovanni)
Cristostimo whose Feast Dayf L 6 Was tetebrdted the previous dayhe commune of

Sal a, under Al |l i egr o @&anMdriantoeizDe GregorioBotagewifé of h i m
Francesco Botta.Although orphaned children were ofteent to a home in Naples, on this
occasion, little Giovanni was an exception for reasons unknown.

Thisinformation, thereforejould seem to confirm thde was borin eitherearly January 1852

or possibly late December 185Thelack of attention to detail regarding the daseems more
reasonablevhen considering that, in the cultud rural Italians actualdates ofbirth mattered
little. A great ganddaughter of Martin confirms that her mother, Bessie, told the family that he
was born on January 1, 1852 in Salsince his exact date of birth remained unknown, it may
have lead Martin to provide varyirdptes in his later years. For Martin, likeetemall town
Italians of his youth, actual dates of birth werelevant facts
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U.S. Army enlistment records, completed by Martin prior to his induction, listeisahas place

of birth; this was laterconfirmed by Martin during the 1906 interview withthe Brooklyn

Standard Eagle. It was during this same interview that Martin, whether by design or in error,
statedthat he was born in 1847. Martin never clarified the contradiction, almost certainly for the
reason that it was not relevant to the interme r at t hat ti me. Martin
recollection begs the questiolVas he inscrutable ghoice or defauk

The Italian researchers also concluded that the Italian surname Martini would support the claim
of Apricale as his birthplace siadhe name is indigenous to the Liguria regi@onsequently,

the surname Martine of Roman originswoul d support Sala Consil in
birth. Generally,l t al i an surnames ending in Ao0 are mo
manysu names ending in Ai o6 aréMatechnadgi onebs pboba

with their surname may seem unreliable, but in-@fth century ltaly, rural Italians were less
likely to move far from their place of bireaxcept for possiblymmigraing to another country

Finally, Martino traveled to the United States1873aboard the S.S. Tyriaof the Anchor Line

of Glasgow That shi pdés mani fest for Ap-yearbld|db8ér3 | i st
from ltaly, as a passenger. Furtinere, there is no record of any male passengers with the
surname Martini arriving aboard the S.S. Tyriathie yearl873.

The Early Years

Little is know of GiovanniMartino during his early years in Sakdthough a tantalizing episode

has been relaet by a dedicated Martin/Martino researcher based in Italy, Pasquale Petrocelli. In
1860, as his men marched north to Naples durindetiendarySpedizione dei MilleGiuseppe
Garibaldi made driumphant entrancénto Sala An Italian patriot and devoutepublican,
Garibaldi hal assembled a small forcdé 1,000 men, more commonly known as the Italian Corps
of Volunteers Corpo Volontari Italian), in Sicily; they stated north with the intention of
overthrowing the Bourbon Kingdom of Two Siciljeshich was based in Naples. The march

and eventual victory greatly furthered the movement for Italian unification (commonly
acknowledged as thRisorgimentd. Already celebrated as a hero in Sicily and other parts of
sout hern l'taly, @la wais bbaidusly abmomenatous oceagion. A theS
festivities endd Gari bal di was invited to spend the ni

One can only imagine the excitement feltdhyearold Giovanni. The impression left on him by
Garibal di 6s WwWascedremarnede emmxt few years b
By age 14, Martino | eft Sal asvotudeers foomiall p&tsofi bal d
Italy gathered in the northern towns of Varese, Como and Bergdmad.by Garibaldithes

menwere formed into th&€acciatori delle Alpi(Hunters of the Alpsbrigadewith the aim of

liberating the northern Italian regions 6énero and Trentino from Austrian rul&erving as a

drummer boy Martino participated in the Trentino campaigri 1866-67, and possibly the
FrancePrussian War of 1870 (the Italian Army supported the newly declared French Republic)

This entire period, however, is difficult to confirm primarily due to the scarcity of documents
verifying Mart i no disinfemagon comesrirareMartinomonselh o f t



When Martino was 20 years old, he apparently had returned t€8aslina and met his natural

fat her . Poring through Slachtadbas appeadgatedt187¢ o f B
listingthe namesdbal ads residents who had emigrated ab
short transcription relating the event. The Notary of Sale@iaseppe Arcieri deSanza

recordedon October 24 1872 that 50-yearold peasant namedsiuseppe Perronéormally
acknowledged Giovan Crisostimo Martino as his sdWhile it is difficult to speculate what

effect this may have had on Giovanni emotionally, he neither adopted Perrone as his surname nor
ever mentioned it publicly during his lifetime; he continued toHrsincesco and Mariantonia (or

Maria) Botta as his parentm each of his of many fivgear reenlistment documents.

Arriving in America

In March of 1873, Martino chose to leave Itdligely hoping to find a better life in America, and
boardedtheAchor Line of G| as goPRwdtsr oSc.eSl.| iTymwataens iinn |
Martin: Un Salese a Little Big Horn, o that di
carrying passengers to America rarely traveled directly from Italy. The @rgkburning

vessels used to cross the Atlantic infrequently sailed into the Mediterranean Sea, preferring to
conduct their business at the Atlantic porBrief stops in the ports of Marseilles and Glasgow
preceded a nearly month long voyage acrosétlamtic. Martino, along with a number of other
immigrants from Sala, disembarked@astleGarden(now Castle Clinton)n the Battery Park

section of lowerManhattan As previously mentioned, it was at this time that Giovanni
Crisostimo Martino angliced his name to John Martin.

Soon afterhis arrival, Martino (now Martinjnoved to Brooklyn, a borough filled with Italians.

His arrival coincided with a severe national recession. Immigrants to America had few
employment choices in the late™6entury andMartin worked a variety of lowaying manual

labor jobs Italians faced many difficulties in their new country, beginning with language. Other
broader and more complex issues surfaced as Americans, in general, preferred their immigrants
to be of amilar ethnic and religious backgrounds. In general, northern Europeaostly
Protestant and often from Germany and Scandinavian countmes less resistance that their
swarthy counterparts from southern Europdthough manual labor opportunitiegisted, work

like this only ensured more poverty.

Immigrants looked for alternatives atite U.S. Army opened its arms to recent arrivals in search
of employment. ltaly, in particular, endured decades of revolutionary activity and intermittent
war in he period preceding unification. The almost constant strife produced-luattened

men anxious to prove their worth and earn a gvimtheir new country.

Martino was no different. As he was passing an Army enlistment cdr@evas approached by
Army recruiter Lieutenant Edward Huntetith promises of a steady job and superior wages.
With few optionsleft, he enlistecbn June 1, 1874s a trumpeter and received an assignment to
Company H of the U.SA r mySéventh Cavalry. He was not alone, hogrewand other Italian
Americans seing in the U.S. Army includd Charles Camillus DeRudio (born Count Carlo
Camillo Di Rudio), John James (Giovanni Casella), Frank Lombardy (Francesco Lombardi), and



Felix Vinatiei (Felice Villiet Vinatieri). DeRudio, inf act , was attached to
battalions, and he survives the battle after a harrowing night hiding in a copse of trees.

The Far West:187576

Between late 1874 arehrly 1875, a geological studyed byrenowned Indian fighter and Civil
War hero,Lt. Col. George A. Custerdiscovered gold in the Black Hills, then considered part of
the Department of MissouriNewsof the find leaked outndhundreds of prospectors rushed to
the area. The Black Hills, however, werensidered sacred by théative Americansand
existing treaties with the U.S. government forbadg settlement there. Offers to purchase
Black Hills were rejected and the U.S. Secretary of Wsumed an ultimatum declaring that all
Indians would have to move to designatecerestions within two monthsWhile most of the
Plains Indiansesigned themselves to life on the government Reservations, btoetsaged by
the incursionand encouraged byoly man and spiritual leadeSitting Bull - banded together
determined that ar was their only recourseln responseSi t t i nlgkotaand Chgyenne
warriorsinitiated hostilities against the interlopglsping to drive off the increasing number of
white prospectors and speculators.

Determining that military intervention ag required,roops were assembled to resolve the issue
under theleadership of Brigadier General Alfred Terry. By the spring of 1876, an intricate
threepronged campaign was mobilized for the Little Bighorn vicinity in an effort to force the
fihostile® ont o t h e OmrMaygld rCusteand isSeventh CavalrRegimentieft Fort
AbrahamLincoln (locatednear presemntday Bismarck, North Dakota) Accompanying Custer

and his cavalrymemnvas the Regimental Bands well asassortedArikara andCrow Indian
scouts Some native tribes like the Arikara and Crow decided that allaying themselves with the
Army would provide better opportunities in reclaiming land taken by the aggressive Lakota.

Little thought was given to understanding the Plains Indiahg&gh were composegrimarily of

Lakota (Sioux), Arapahos,and Cheyennesalong with other contingents oKiowas and
Comanches. For their common defense, the various bands began uniting into one immense
camp, totalingperhaps10,000 men, women and childneby some estimates.While Terry
accompanied one column himself, Colonel John Gibbon and General George Crook commanded
the other two, with the primary goal of converging on the Indilage and blocking any route

of escape.

Attached t onwasttrGolpnglsseocge A. Custetmpetuous courageouand often

reckless, Custer sought glory and a quick end to the Indian proltsmhad earned popular

acclaim as a Civil War cavalry leader and spent a few years fighting various Indian #ibes.

Custer and hi$47 troopers moved south to form one part of the projected envelophisnt,

Indian scoutslocatedan enormoudndian encampmenby the Little Bighorn Rivern the late

afternoon & June 24.The following morning, one of the Seventh Cavally s a loalildresd

named Mitch Bouyer, met with Custer to determine the size and strength of the Indian
encampment . Bouyer Cealeata¢d td Quousat e@ro,ndi Wd li In,
vall ey than you ever s dhesheergizmttheeilageand oumbec an h a
of Indians was unfathomable to Custer.



On the foll owing morning, a s anGtasktpmannédsfor tlkee n mo
next day, some troopers were spotted by a small band of Indians. This developangamed

Custer for it eliminated the crucial element of surpriskeglecting his general orders to wait for
Gener al Terryds maiunderod sutmnmaatnidn gs etvheer ell rydi an
superiority and resolvehe opted for an immediate attack Utilizing tactics successfully
employedin earlier battleshe chose to divide his men into three smaller battalions with the

intent of encircling the encampmenndian warriors although brave and resilient combatants,

were inclined to flee with theifamilies when attacked within their villagesAt noon, tree

companies were sent off wittlajor Marcus Rendo attack the camp frorthe southern end of

the village while CaptainFrederick Benteen, also with three companies, rodetmfthe
southwestwvith orderst opitch into anything that he might fidd Lastly, one company was to

guard the pack train of ammunition and supplies, under the command of Captain Thomas
McDougall.

Attack Beginning

Custer and Renods col umn slong a dexk I¢adirng dat theelittle f o r
Bighorn. As Reno moved off to begin his attack, Custer and his companies clinftbeifi a
overlooking the valley. Custer rode to the crest, accompanied by his adjutants and Vizetin.

latter, thoughnormally assigne o Bent eends H CadoCpasrye,r Owa sc od tutn:
this day Custerscrutinizel the valley blow asR e n o 6 sventméoraction. At approximately

3:35 and noments before launching hasvn attack, CustemstructedMartin to locate Captain
Benteemquickly, with orders to bring up the pack train immediatelyyas common practice to

use company lglers as messengeasd orderlieduring campaignsConcer ned t hat C
verbal order might be garbled ltye broken English spoken bjartin, Lieuterant William W.

Cooke-Cu st er 0 s-quicklyywmte and signed the infamowbspatch. Martin turned his

horse andegan to ride back up the trail. eHurned in time to see Custer waving his hat once

more and exhortingn his highpitched voice  firHaolo, boys, webve got t he
get through, we wil!/ go back to our station. o
sl ow descent into the valley bel ow. I't would

one thawould earn hinthe moniker, the last white man to see Custer alive.

Martin pushed hisnounthard asroundsfired by nearby Indians slammed into the grounyd

him. Soon after, though, he was out of rifle range but continued to ride Néithin a few

minutes, Martiism pot t ed a solitary rider heading i n his
Boston, a civilian who had accompanied the column as a guide and forager, among other duties.
Boston has been with McDougall 6s mvedcwthdr ai n
request for ammunition. Boston exciptessidgl y ask
on, told Martin that his horse had been hit.
hip, Boston rode off. Boston would be one of é@uster brothers the othey Tom - who

would perish that afternoonlronically, this brief meeting would unite the last trooper to see

Custer alive and the last man to join the dodcumn.

Finally locating Benteeland his command around 4:00 p.@arelievedMartin rode down and
handedoverthe dispatch As Martin looked over hisvoundedhorse, Benteen scanned the note



andasked f or Culldrtia bréathlesslyorepkethat Guster and his troopers were
three miles awato the north

"Is [Custer] being attacked or not?" implored Benteen. Martin terseligde"Yes, [he] is being
attacked. " Martinds response provokes histor
that ananimatedMartin added in a heavy ltalian accentthat t he 1 ndi ans wer e
(army slang for retreating). In a 1908 interview with Walter Camp, Martin denies using the work
Gkedaddlingal t hough it is generally acknowl edged t
that era. There exist scarwitnesses to this conversation and its veracity is questionable in light

of Martinds recollection. Benteends version

|l nstead of deploying i mmediately t obybluffpopport C
reinforce the third battaliored by Major Marcus RenoHis column suffered severe mauling

as they began their assaaitd retreated to the bluffigw calledReno Hil). Reno and his men

were almost certainlysaved from destruction by Bestemn 6 s t i mel y arri val
remained on the bluff for anothéwo days fending off attacksainly hoping for Custer to

relieve them. Although they occasionally ventured ouwthtase offsnipersor obtain water, they

were unablerunwillingtolocda e Cust er 6s col umn faledforly. t he exce

l't would have made | ittle difference, however
annihilated within an hour. Two long days passed before the main US Army force arrived, led

by Geneal Terry. After examining the battlefield, he ordered the deadhny of them stripped

and mutilatedi bur i ed where they had fallen. Gat her
troops, Terry retreated to the mouth of the Bighorn River, eventually aratifRgrt Abraham

Lincoln. Reinforcements were ordered and over the next few y@astroops streamed into

the Black Hills. Recalcitrant Indians were either rounded up and shipped to government
reservations, or hunted down and killed.

After the Bighorn

The following year found Martin, still a bugler with tm®w reconstituted Seventh Cavalry,

taking part in the campaigagainst Chief Joseph and thez Percgincluding the battle of

Canyon Creek in Montan@June 1877) In early 1879, Martin found hself in Chicago
preparing to offer testimony in the Court of
Little Bigho r n . Specifically, the Courtés primary
Captain Benteen.It should be noted that MajoreRo requested the inquiry in the interest of
defending his actions at thigattle On March 1, 1879, the Court of Inquiry closed the
proceedings and both Reno and Benteen were cleared of any wrongdoing, although intense
debates continue today regardingitfations at the battleRe gar dl ess of the Co
public opinion-s wayed by Custerodés widow, Li b-lensyredand f 1
that these officersé reputations were forever

Martin washonorablydischargedat Fort Alraham Lincolnon May 31,1879aftercompletinghis
original five-year enlistment. Less than a monthriakéartin reenlisted (June 24, 187®ut not
with the Seventh Cavalrylnstead, he signed on with the Third Artillery Regiment, Battery G,
for five years. Perhaps this was due to his impending marriage to Julia Higd®&yearold



l rish girl l'iving in Oswego, New Yor k. They
Church in Westchester County. Soon after, Martin was assigned to the atterg Huty in
Baltimore. Initially, they lived in Fort McHenry, but eventually settled in a h@né&410

Woodall Street in the Locust Point community of south Baltimore. Heredibggn taaise their

family as Martin reenlisted in 1884 and again in94.88

They lived in relative peace and stabilityth their growing familyuntil the outbreak of the
SpanishkAmerican War in 1898. Martin was transferred to the 4th Artillery Regiment, Battery

D, stationed in Tampa, Florida. Two years later, as hossiléinded, Martin renlisted again

and rejoined his former comrades in Company H of the Seventh Cavalry. By July 1901, though,
Martin transferred to # 90th Coastal Artillery Regiment in New York, and sertieete until

late September, 1903vhen he wagpromoted to Corporal Shortly before his mandatory
retirement (age limitation) in January, 1904, he received one final promotion to Master Sergeant.

The Martins ran a small sweets shop in the Fort McHenry neighborhood until B306ow,

their family had grown to eight children: Julia, Mary, George, May, Jane, John Joseph, Frank
William and Lawrence. Three of his sons would eventually serve in the military with George
named after Custereventually becoming a General.

An unsubstantiated rumor sades at this timaccording to Pasquale Petrocellohn Martin

may have possiblynad an affair with a woman dgloosed morals. He may have contracted
vener eal di sease from her, and upon Juliads ¢
out of ther home. It is known that henovedto Brooklyn and lived with a daughter, Mary, for a

short period before finding a furnished room in the neighborhood near the Manhattan Bridge

with the Coico or Coicco family By the 1920 census, Martimaslisted as arfi u n-m-l a w 0

living with the Coicos at 168 Prospect Street in Brooklyn.

Petrocelli intimates that Martin deeply cared for his family in Baltimobespite his meager
pension of $10 per month, he sought to assist the family in other ways. Many dseelene

spent traveling to Baltimore via train courtesy of the free passes providad dgughterjulia,
anemployee of arailroad compayn According to Petrocelli, Martieventuallyrevealed taulia

that he did not leave the family because if hisltagdy, which had never actually occurred. He

left for other reasons unconnected to his alleged infidetihe possibility is that he missed
hearing spoken Italiarwhich was quite prevalent in his old Brooklyn neighborhooddar t i n 6 s
only public clarifiation of these events came from a 1908 interview with the Brooklyn Eagle:
Martin claims thatthe police tracked him tthe Prospect Street addressBrooklyn at the

request ohis estranged wifeHe toldthereporterthat he had no ill will against hisif® and was

glad to hear she was doing wel/l. AHe was not
it,"” the reporter addedObvi ousl vy, this interview contradi
remainedmoderatelyhonorable in attending to hiamily. Yet, this issue, like many others

i nvol vi ng Marsambigusstolus.f e, r emai n



Life after the Army

In 1906, Martin began working as a ticket collector at the 100th Avenue and Third Street station

on the recently opened New York City subwsystem. Martin never forgothis Indian Wars
experiences, remainingery proud of his service, and particularly of his role in the Battle of

Little Bighorn. He supplemented his income by appearing in New York City stage productions,

often playing buglealls between acts or telling war stori€3n June 24, 1906, Martin and many

former Seventh Cavalry comrades traveled to the United States Military Academy at West Point

to honor Custer. Fondly call ed fABuagdssd 00 Warr t
Custerbd6s grave as t he yMahyaSSewnthgCalvaly fraopess, indludiwgn i n
Martin, revered their former commandeiThe following year saw Martin attend a Seventh

Cavalry reunion held at Canandaigua, New York.

As the yearsvent by, Martinhappily continued to benterviewed byhistorians andournalists

alike regardinghis memories of the Little Bigorn. Perhaps thoughtlessly, Martin occasionally
amended a few details of the battle and his life. Often, his intent waséatcan inaccuracy or
discrepancy in the deposition taken at the 1879 Court of Inquiry. Conversely, as his command of
the English language improved over the years, his memory inevitably began to fail as evidenced
by the sometime contradictory information

As his small fame began to grow, he readily traded in his subway job for a better one at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, where he spent the rest of his working daysan interview withWalter

Mason Camp in 1910, Martin recounted speaking to General Twaydays after the battle

while leading the relief column to the battle site. After querying Martin on certain specifics
relating to the battl e, "Wadalryouyre aluckysmtardand [wish c o n v
you good fortune."”

John Ma odtfarttmé camegt@ an emmth Decembed 8, 1922 While crossing a Brooklyn
street, he was hit by a large truck dmabpitalizedat Cumberland HospitalAlthough the truck
accident was enough to hospitalize him, a more devastating medical problem wasrdtscov
Six days passed as Martin struggled with complications arising from a bronchial pulmonary
issue. At 10: 15 on the morning of December 24, 1922, with only-egndaw present, Martin

lost his final battle and passed avatythe age of 69 Hewas hid to rest in the nearby military
cemetery at Cypress Hills Brooklynthree days lateitwasB u g | e r fidal bivbuaa 6 s

Shortly after higdeath,his widow, Julia, applied for a pension assignment. In order to validate
her claim as his wife, ghwas required to provide proof thheir separation wasnly that, and
not adivorce. Depositions were collected frofamily and neighbors, and the matter was
resol vedavorron Macch 23a1628. I a sad sidebaraluéis declared legally iase

in September of the following year.



Taps

Interestin Martind s shasa@nown in recent years, especially in his native It&gme of this
appeal derivefrom a general European interest in the lore of the American Wild. Wasth of
the reseach regarding his birth comes from the diligent effortsitafian professional and
amateur historiandProfessorGiuseppe CalitriDr. Michele Espositg Pasquale Petrocelland
Claudio Busi. Their researchenhanced by their proximity to primary soudmecumentsis free
from the restrictions and biases accumulated through the eadigéssten conflictinganalysisof
participants and events surrounding the Battle of the Little Big.Horn

Martinds | if e an dmeesicapestoiiaesraoBe dHoragntpusiasisas well.

In 1999, his services were recognized and honored by the Arlington National Cemetery's "Taps
Project” a permanent exhibithat pays tribute to nine famous buglers in U.S. Army history.
Groups like the Little Big Horn Assiates and the Friends of the Little Bighorn Battlefield
promoteresearch of the battle, leading to more detailed studies of the individuals involved. This
interest extends totherslike John Chiarella anthe Five Borough Bicycle Club located in New
York, who honored Martin during their Annual Memorial Day Ride in 2007.

His fellow veterans always referred to him a
affection for Martin, and respected him footh his actions and demeanoRetrocelli eloquetly
writes that, ARéwe do not f i nd Owrewhhequabtiesphethr s e,

good and bad. He very much represents the humble and rarely acknowledged aspects of the
Italian immigrants of his era, who also worked and sacrificedt fbre i r adopted hol
Giovanni Martino lived an historical odyssey, and his experiences may likely remain
unparalleled. For most, howevdnris life and experiences are summed up in anady and
incompletestatement: The last white man to see Cualiee.



Photographs

Trumpeter John Martin (Giovanni
Cristostimo ~ Martino) in a
photograph taken by D.F. Barry
shortly before or after his retirement
from the U.S. Army in 1904.
Martinés uni form bears s
stripes corresponding with his thirty
years of continuous service and three
medals. The latter likely relate to his
expertise with particular weapons
such as  marksmanship and
sharpshooter.

From Pat Ditch, a great

granddaughter, and Seventh Cavalry

records, we know that he had hazel

eyes,dar k hair and stood 5606
many accounts, he is described as

bright and cheerful, an amazing trait

in consideration of the many wars he

experienced.

A photo of Sala Consiling a
small town (orcomung located in
the Campania region of Salerno
southern ltaly. Originally, thegs
town was named Sala, but thi
was anended to its current nam
of Sala Consilina in the late 19t
century A former New York
State police officer and amate
historian, W.F. Walbesser
hypothesized that he could ha
beenborn in Sala, Verona, locate
in a region where Garibaldi haf
fought, and the misconceptio
may be from the similarities in thq
townso6 names.



//2‘0%/7 7, 4//&/ /}mmé‘zzb V7, ﬁw//z c5
{ STt 1 jrckide: faunét..a/ d(a\

2 Rorfoute). ?//uyxb 2 4._‘,{4 “Jlum//ﬂ /,ﬁ?atl
&Y. ille i, ,/ UL he 2k

W dodi G | g

Provincia di Principato Citeriore
Comune di Mta,
At W /A’IZ/?’/ZO 2 Mpmdino L5 7&& el

) /‘»L(‘. VP ol <

IRt s ///‘/// o RO Ll 570

; A 57 / Fai/lors
Mu o7 ﬁ/’n//ﬁ,ﬂm/ J 870 j 6 I / o i J i 7L
22l Ponblad 5 fia R sl //1,,r 7/ w/.‘-w
annn mille otocento /7 ’/7’/‘”144?&1.14) W I N z }
del mese df 7 ZZ’ alle ore pt/’ (74 7 W
w e ey J/I/,W Pidse 5 ed ullidele W
dello stato civile del suddetto Comune; Distretto ‘jl:a--d, gl '/U/ Jatta ): 2LZ VZA{A}: : '
v )//(M/ YUl 7R 7;/ / Cttoniddopiudton ‘ ( az 2 23
e /m e /W/‘%)L/;Mﬁ m*f 1 ik s

Bnttlnn b ~:-/i’%/ur/m¢/u i ot llveraie
: )I/)IM(I/&/J.; W) Iabon

/ /

(37 oo - bthe ftotn /:,‘/, ,//// I

o ’/ /iRt ﬂ/llﬁ‘/{// /’dﬁ»«m S 2
/ Wt ,//;//z,%/ /» Yo /.

’./%-////’:‘Iﬂé //‘ 43 '«f/V’W

Gix J R

f///wwém Wl /é/@/.zfﬂmé,,,/./ ; ’5;7/26 // "
bna /ot 72 Gikno 27 il O //,4,‘,/,/ '
m/fé/z /ﬁM/zp o /21 sl P %

- p—

7 /’W o ‘/44///////« 0% c:4c/yA////C/"Q’Y//M;4/
Wepneno. ///////l( ity 2 14 b e A

L

f}(?’ Ry ponn) 4. {’ the L Il o i L.
A SRy gl (LA Ut
74

Gis /{4’.‘-"'0 A

g7 LU L5 i GUBIANT o {
@ ) 555/ I
IEINMLL] | 4 Znly &7 IR B

ST BT

\ g

a ‘ oA == o2

GiovanniMar t i nobés birth certificate

. from the Registry
provided thraigh the courtesy of Michele Esposito.



Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807 - 1882), Italian
patriot and military hero. His popularity and
military abilities are rightfully credited with the
creation of a wunified Italy during the
Risorgimento. After returning tadly from exile

in 1848, he fought on and off for Italian
unification for many years. His success was
acclaimedinternationally and he was offered a
command in the U.S. Army by Abraham Lincoln
during the American Civil War, to which he
politely refused. Garibaldi remains the most
popular of all Italian heroes of the Risorgimento,
and is often acknowledged as the Father of
Modern Italy.

A youngJohn Martin (Giovanni Martino) in an
undated photo. Although the quality is poor, tl ST
photo likely datedback to soon after his arrival it °
America. A phenomenon of the massive lItalia
immigration to Italy during one 2ear period
(1875 to 1900) resulted in so many emigratio
that some sections of Italy were almo
depopul at ed, i ncl udn,n
Campania. Part of this was due to the Itali
i mmi grantds tendency
In general, emigrations of such scale resulted
economic upheaval in both Italy and the Unite
States.

regi

arge groups

} F 1 Sitting Bull (Tatanka lyotake), a HunkpapaSioux
[ ‘ holy man. His premonition of victory provided untold

‘ - ' inspiration in the days preceding the battle. At the

' Little Bighorn, while Crazy Horse led the warriors into

battl e, Sitting Bullds voice wa
the Indians on. Following theattle, he and other
Indian warriors were hunted by the U.S. Army and
escaped to Canada for safety. After his return to the
United States, he toured with briefly with Buffalo
Bill s Wild West Show. In 1890
killed - though unarmed by Sioux police trying to
arrest him at the Standing Rock Indian Reservation.
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A map of the 1876 campaign illustrates the three different columns and their points of
departure. Custerds column rode out of Fort Li
1876, as the Regimental Band play&tie Girl | Left Behind Me."

Custeros | ast of ficie
handwritten by Lt. W.W. Cooke, and

carried by John Martin to Captain

Frederick Benteen just before the

attack began. Theriginal note is

written in the cerdr of the page; it

was rewritten at the top by Benteen

for legibility.

The note reads:
Benteen

Come on. Big Village.
Be quick. Bring packs.
W. W. Cooke

P.S. Bring Pacs (sic)

The dispatch was finally located by
Colonel W.A. Graham sometime after
1923. t was given by Benteen to a
friend and was eventually donated it
to the Army through the efforts of
Col. Charles Bates. It now resides in

- the 1library at We s t Poi
} life was almost certainly saved by his
i £ 4 : order to deliver the note.



Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong
Custer was born in Rumley, Ohio on
December 5, 1839. He attended The U.S.
Military Academy at West Point and
graduated barely- ranked last in his class.
Appointed as (brevet) Brigadier General of
Volunteer Forces during the Amean Civil
War, he served with distinction. Although
he was nearly universally referred to as
General, his permanent rank at death was Lt.
Colonel. He, along with two brothers and a
cousin, was killed during the fight at the
Little Bighorn. His body wa reinterred at
West Point in October 1877.

Captain Frederick W. Benteen (photo by D.F.

Barry). Born in 1834, he served with distinction
during the American Civil War and remained a
career Army officer for 27 years.
Custer to scout tthe west, Benteen and his men

wer e

saved from

Ordered by

sharing Custeros

receiving Custeroés

his command

uni t ed

at e.

troopers and fought off escalating Indian attacks
for two days before being rescudyy General

Terrybs <col umn.
their first meeting in 1867, finding the General
egotistical .o He passed
in 1892 and is buried at Arlington National

Avain

Cemetery.

arrogant

Bent een di sl iked Custer

and

A view of the Bighorn river and
valley from Reno Hill.  After

delivering his message, Martin
remained here as Reno and Benteen
established a defensive position.
They successfully fought off attacks

and enfilading fire for two days until
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note from Martin Bent een
with Major Renobo

relieved by Gener al

Twenty-four men would reeive
Medals of Honor for their heroic

and
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